Brief comment text:

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the proposal submitted by NextNav Inc., which seeks to reconfigure the 902-928 MHz band for use as a backup GPS system. As an amateur radio operator and a member of the hobbyist community that utilizes this frequency range for Meshtastic and other innovative LoRaWAN applications, I strongly urge the FCC to reconsider this proposal.

The 902-928 MHz band is one of the few remaining frequency ranges available to hobbyists, makers, and small-scale innovators. It is widely used for a variety of non-commercial purposes, including amateur radio, personal mesh networking (such as with Meshtastic devices), and various IoT applications that rely on LoRaWAN technology. These activities are not just hobbies—they represent a significant contribution to the development of wireless technologies, community-based networks, and emergency communication systems.

Meshtastic, in particular, is a prime example of the innovative use of the 902-928 MHz band. It enables individuals and communities to create low-cost, long-range mesh networks that can be used for communication in remote areas, during emergencies, and in situations where traditional communication infrastructure is unavailable. The deployment of a backup GPS system in this frequency range would almost certainly disrupt the range and performance of Meshtastic devices, undermining their utility and effectiveness.

Furthermore, the interference caused by such a reconfiguration would not be limited to Meshtastic alone. The 902-928 MHz band is also crucial for various LoRaWAN devices, which are employed in a multitude of industries ranging from agriculture to smart city initiatives. These devices depend on reliable, interference-free access to this spectrum to operate effectively. The proposal threatens to cripple these networks, which would have cascading negative effects on a wide array of applications that are increasingly vital to our technological infrastructure.

The broader implications of reallocating this spectrum are significant. The 902-928 MHz band has been a cornerstone for innovation, enabling hobbyists and small-scale developers to experiment, create, and contribute to technological advancements. Restricting access to this band would stifle innovation and limit the ability of individuals and small businesses to participate in the development of new technologies.

The 902-928 MHz band has been successfully managed to support a diverse array of uses, and introducing a new, high-power system like a backup GPS could disrupt this delicate balance. For many, this band is an introduction to RF communication that sparks a much broader interest into the use of other bands.

I strongly urge the FCC to preserve the 902-928 MHz band for its current users, including amateur radio operators, hobbyists, and the many others who rely on this spectrum for non-commercial, innovative purposes. The loss of this band would be a significant setback for the amateur radio community and for the continued growth of grassroots technological innovation in the United States.

Thank you for considering my comments on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Christian J Clark
